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Theitschke, Heinrich von. Politics (translated by Blanche Dugdale and 
Torben de Bille). (2 vols.) Pp. 1, 1049. Price, $7.00. New York: The 
Macmillan Company, 1916. 

It is in Treitsehke's Politics that one finds a bold expression of all of the ideas 
now held to be typically Prussian. 'We may say that power is the vital prin- 
ciple of the State, as faith is that of the Church, and love that of the family" says 
Treitschke (page 23). In the expression of this power "a step forward has been 
taken when the mute obedience of the citizens is transformed into a rational 
inward assent, but it cannot be said that this is absolutely necessary. Powerful, 
highly-developed Empires have stood for centuries without its aid. Submission 
is what the State primarily requires; it insists upon acquiescence; its very essence 
is the accomplishment of its will" (page 23). "Brave peoples alone have an 
existence, an evolution or a future; the weak and cowardly perish, and perish 
justly. The grandeur of history lies in the perpetual conflict of nations, and it 
is simply foolish to desire the suppression of their rivalry. Mankind has ever 
found it to be so" (page 21). One need not mention Belgium here. 

In the first book (which forms Volume I) on The Nature of the State are chapters 
on: The State Idea; The Aim of the State; The State in Belation to the Moral 
Law; The Rise and Fall of States; Government and the Governed. In the second 
book on The Social Foundations of the State there are chapters on Land and People; 
The Family; Races, Tribes, and Nations; Castes, Estates, Classes; Religion; 
National Education; Political Economy. There is an introduction by Rt. Hon. 
Arthur James Balfour and a Foreword by A. Lawrence Lowell. Good clear type 
makes reading easy. 

As a work of scholarship, Treitsehke's Politics is neither important nor pro- 
found. Witness the following statement: "France always fluctuates between 
bigotry and a false Liberalism," (page 12). But Treitsehke's Politics is famous 
for the national ideals to which it has or has presumed to give expression, not for 
its profundity or its intrinsic worth. 

Clyde L. King. 
University of Pennsylvania. 

Weyl, Walter E. American World Policies. Pp. 307. Price, $2.25. New 
York: The Macmillan Company, 1917. 

A book on American World Policies written by Mr. Root, Colonel Roosevelt, 
or Mr. Taft would arouse varying degrees of interest according as one judged the 
ability of each of these statesmen to write authoritatively on so momentous a 
topic. So likewise one is bound to question the qualifications of Mr. Weyl. The 
author is primarily an economist. This accounts for both the strength and the 
weakness of the book. Its weakness consists in the author's tendency to interpret 
all international relations in economic terms. To such an extent does this carry 
him that he is led to make unfortunate comments of the following character: 
"Not until it was seen that they no longer paid did the Crusades end; not heavenly 
but earthly motives inspired most of these soldiers of Christ. It was business, the 
business of a crudely organized, over-populated, agricultural Europe" (page 23). 
Such an attitude of mind hardly qualifies one to preserve a proper sense of inter- 
national values. 



